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indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 Excerpt: .information naturally relating to the subjects confided to this
department. The legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation act of August 23, 1912, consolidated the
Bureaus of Statistics and Manufactures into the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, and the statistical
work since then has been carried on by that bureau through its Division of Statistics. Until a few years ago the
monthly and quarterly statistical reports, as required by section 337 of the Revised Statutes, were compiled by
the collectors of customs for each customs district on blanks provided for that purpose and transmitted directly
to the Department of Commerce. In view of the increasing expense to the Treasury Department of compiling
statistics at each customhouse, experiments were started in 1915 with mechanical tabulating machinery. A
bureau of customs statistics was organized in the New York customhouse under the direct supervision of the
Treasury Department, and copies of import entries and export declarations filed in each customhouse are
transmitted daily to this central office and the data punched on cards which are sorted and tabulated
mechanically. Monthly reports, showing combined totals for all customs districts, are transmitted by the New
York statistical office to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce in Washington. As the mechanical
process was perfected to a point to justify exclusive reliance on the tabulated reports, the reports from the
individual customs districts have been gradually discontinued. At the present time all import, export,
warehouse, and noncontiguous trade reports are furnished by the...
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