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Original publisher: Emmitsburg, Md. : Federal Emergency Management Agency, U. S. Fire Administration, 2000
OCLC Number: (OColLC)52184542 Subject: Schools -- Fires and fire prevention. Excerpt: . . . USFA-TR-135
November 2000 3 Building Structure and Site The Dogwood Elementary School was located in an area of
Fairfax County that is predominately resi-dential. The school housed elementary grades kindergarten through
grade six. The main entrance to the school was from the bus loop running off Glade Drive, on Side One. A
secondary entrance from the parking lot was on Side Two. Built in 1974, the school was a single story building
occupying approximately 90, 000 square feet. It was a noncombustible structure comprised of structural steel
framing with brick and cinder block external walls. The roof had been replaced in 1994, and was constructed of
corrugated steel, layers of fiberglass insulation, and five plies of roofing asphalt paper, topped with aggregate (
pea gravel ). The interior of Dogwood Elementary School was arranged in an open classroom design: basically
a warehouse with a demountable ( extruded aluminum frame ) partition system for internal walls ( Appendix C,
Figures 1 and 2). Thirteen other schools in the county were constructed during the 1970 s with the same design.
The USFA team observed one of the schools nearby and noted that typically six to eight classrooms could be
viewed from each hallway wall opening ( Appendix C, Figures 3 and 4 ). Boundaries between classrooms
consisted mostly of four-foot high bookcases, shelving, and counters and or soft partitions. Boundaries
between groups of classrooms were cre-ated by using demountable partitions. Additionally, the team observed
that fluorescent light diffusers were stored in the plenum above the plenum access ladder at...
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