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stem cells in 1998 ), Jamie Thomson of Johns Hopkins University writes, T he poor availability of human oo-
cytes, the low efficiency of the nuclear transfer procedure, and the long population-doubling time of human ES
cells make it difficult to envision this therapeutic cloning becoming a routine clinical procedure. And a recent
New Scientist editorial states, that Ministers in Britain have too easily swallowed the line that cloning human
embryos is essential to medical progress. It is not. Like stuck records, ministers and policy makers continue to
en-thuse about therapeutic cloning even though the majority of bench scientists no longer think its possible or
practicable to treat patients with cells derived from cloned embryos. Specific Objections and Concerns Raised
by Researchers University of Colorado biologist Jonathan Van Blerkom said he supports a blanket ban on all
human cloning until scientists thoroughly understand what causes the birth defects that have plagued efforts to
clone other mammals, such as cows and sheep. Until you really understand the underlying biology of what...
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