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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 160 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.7in. x 0.6in.The planet Mars has long held a special
fascination and even mythic status for humans. While not the closest planet to Earth, scientists have considered
it to be the planet that most closely resembles Earth and thus is the other planet in our solar system most likely
to contain life. Since before the space age began, people have wondered about the red planet and dreamed of
exploring it. In the twentieth century, robotic spacecraft and then human space flight became a reality. Those
who wanted to explore Mars in person felt that this might finally become a reality as well. The Apollo program,
which put twelve Americans on the surface of the Moon, certainly encouraged the dreamers and planners who
wanted to send astronauts to Mars. Indeed, many people in and out of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) have felt that human exploration of Mars is the next logical step in human space flight
after the Moon. Clearly, however, many obstacles have remained. Human travel to and from Mars probably
would take many months at best. Thus the biomedical and psychological implications of such long-duration
missions are daunting. The logistics of getting enough food, water, and other supplies to Mars are also
challenging at best. What would astronauts do once they got to Mars How long would they stay on the planets
surface and how would they survive there before returning to Earth The financial cost of sending humans to
Mars would almost surely be measured in billions of dollars. Aside from technical and financial issues, there
remains the political question of why we should send humans to Mars at all. David Portree takes on these...
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