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accounts of the disaster *Includes a bibliography for further
reading The fire was barely fifteen minutes old. What followed
was a series of fatal errors that set the fire free and doomed
the city to a fiery death. - Jim Murphy, The Great Fire It had
taken about 40 years for Chicago to grow from a small
settlement of about 300 people into a thriving metropolis with
a population of 300,000, but in just two days in 1871, much of
that progress was burned to the ground. In arguably the most
famous fire in American history, a blaze in the southwestern
section of Chicago began to burn out of control on the night of
October 8, 1871. Thanks to The Chicago Tribune, the fire has
been apocryphally credited to a cow kicking over a lantern in
Mrs. Catherine O Leary s barn, and though that was not true,
the rumor dogged Mrs. O Leary to the grave. Of course, the
cause of the fire didn t matter terribly much to the people who
lost...
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