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. USFA-TR-100 May 2003 3 BACKGROUND The purpose of this report is to identify key concerns regarding the
hazards of firefighter training and to explore how the training hazards have changed. A goal of this report is to
help fire depart-ments reduce these hazards by offering suggestions based on the experiences of the study
partici-pants. Since behavior on the fireground is closely related to behavior on the training ground or drill
field, it stands to reason that correcting safety-related issues during firefighter training should translate into
fewer fireground injuries and deaths. A well-known fire department saying is: train as you fight and fight as you
train. This report examines the state of safety in firefighter training as widely conducted in the United States.
The results of this research are intended to help fire departments identify training hazards, improve the safety
of trainees, and provide more effective and safe practical training. Although it is impossible to identify every
training hazard, this report will analyze several of the most common hazards encountered during training
evolutions. Some suggestions for addressing these hazards also are included. The broad nature of this topic,
combined with the limited amount of available data, necessitated that project staff solicit information from a
variety of sources. To ensure broad input for the report, inter-views were conducted with administrators,
trainers, and other fire department personnel concerned with fire-rescue training. These interviews were
informal, but structured as guided discussions. Several meetings were conducted with local and state fire
training officers to obtain information and develop a subjective sense...
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