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Stock Exchanges, Insurance, Accounting, grade: A, University of Amsterdam, language: English, abstract: Since
January first, 2005, IFRS is mandatory for the financial reporting of all listed companies within the European
Union. This is in order to increase comparability, improve transparency and increase the quality of financial
reporting (EC Regulation No. 1606/2002). However, although it is the objective of the European Union to become
more united, there are significant diGerences in the backgrounds of the European countries. This research
analyzes cross-country diGerences in disclosure in the balance sheets of companies, based on the level of
enforcement, the prior accounting system and the legal system. The sample consists of 170 companies from
France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain and the United Kingdom. The variables are based on the recognition
materiality concept and indicate the amount of detail in the disclosure in the balance sheets. The recognition
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detailed balance sheet accounts in their annual reports, than companies from code law countries. 48 pp.
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