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Webber is nine years old when his father, a founding minister of the East Harlem Protestant Parish, moves the
family of six from a spacious apartment in an ivy-covered Gothic-style seminary on New York Citys Upper West
Side to a small one in a massive public- housing project on East 102nd Street. But it isnt the size of the
apartment, the architecture of the building, or the unfamiliar streets that make the new surroundings feel so
strange. While Tommys old neighborhood was overwhelmingly middle class and white, El Barrio is poor and
predominantly black and Puerto Rican. In Washington Houses, a complex of over 1, 500 apartments, the
Webbers are now one of only a small handful of white familes. Set during the late 1950s and early 1960s, Flying
over 96th Street: Memoir of an East Harlem White Boy is the story of one boys struggle with race, poverty, and
identity in a city -- and a country -- grappling with the same issues. Tommys classmates at the exclusive
Collegiate School for Boys, which he attends on scholarship, dare not venture above the citys Mason-Dixon Line
of 96th Street into the unknown territory of muggers, gangs, and junkies. Tommy, however, slowly makes new
friends on the local basketball courts and at church, and discovers a different East Harlem, one where an
exuberant human spirit hides within the oppressive projects and drab tenements, fighting to break through the
cracked sidewalks. Webber interweaves the nations growing Civil Rights movement -- from watching on
television the forced integration of Little Rocks Central High School to participating in the famous 1963 March
on Washington -- with the subtler, more immediate changes he observes in the lives of his friends and...
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