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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from In the Footsteps of Cortes In the great problem of
human destiny, whenever a crisis demands the genius of a Napoleon or a Washington, Providence invariably
supplies the man to meet it. No chapter in the Worlds history exemplifies this fact more emphatically than the
Mexican conquest; for no other instance is on record where an enterprise of such vastness has been
consummated, in the face of almost insurmountable obstacles, by means of resources created by the genius of
a single man. In fact, the history of the conquest is necessarily the biography of Hernando Cortes, the
Conquistador. Although the Mexico of today affords few relics of the Spanish conquest, yet one who has read
Prescott s narrative will find many familiar landmarks as he follows the route taken by Cortes in his march to
the Aztec capital. The steamship journey from New York to Vera Cruz lands the passenger at the very spot
where Cortes first set foot in Montezuma s empire. It also affords a visit to Havana, the harbor from which his
squadron sailed on its voyage of conquest. Shall we not, then, preface our trip to Mexico with a few glimpses of
this typical Spanish city, which, less than 100 years ago was, next to the City of Mexico itself, the most populous
in the western hemisphere. Late in the afternoon of a clear and bracing day in January, 1899, the Orizaba left
her New York pier and steamed out through the Narrows toward the Sandy Hook Lightship. The Lower Bay of
New York is one of the principal waterways of the commercial world. In former years our ships and barques...
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